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perhaps a Mr. Obama’s fingers are being too
tightly crossed. On the other hand, President

Obama has already articulated a new vision for
American foreign policy: Apply a new emphasis

on economic issues to all of the world’s
problems, including the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict. In one of the highlights of his first year
in office, Mr. Obama nominated Richard C.

Holbrooke, a former U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations, to be his special representative

on the Middle East. Mr. Holbrooke is
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experienced in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
and has been in negotiations between Israelis

and Palestinians for years. President Obama has
recognized the importance of the economic in
international affairs, and has appointed a top
economist, Jeffrey D. Sachs, to be his special
adviser for developing economics strategies.

And he has appointed Robert Zoellick, the
former chairman of the World Bank, as his

ambassador to China, where the president has
met with great success with the recent

endorsement of the D-U-N-S deal. Yet America’s
most urgent problem — the surge of refugees
flowing from Iraq and Syria — has not been a

focus of the president’s foreign policy. The
president himself said, “I don’t think that we can

— in fact, I’ve been very clear in saying we
cannot — send American combat troops into

Iraq and Syria.” And there has been no explicit
mention of the refugee crisis in the president’s

State of the Union address. Mr. Obama’s
hesitancy to focus on the refugee crisis is

understandable, in part because it has not yet
been a pressing issue and in part because Prime

Minister Netanyahu and other Israelis have
protested that American efforts in Iraq have
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allowed more than 2 million refugees to flee
Syria.Matt D'Souza Matt D'Souza is an Indian
film director, producer, actor, former DSP and

former administration officer. D'Souza is known
for his direction of Kannada comedy films and

was
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amidst all the madness and muck, we didn’t

notice. We’re not the only ones to have missed
it. The underlying story from last week’s The
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Godfather finale is being flatly denied by the
entertainment press. It’s been covered as a wild

goose chase, a tragi-romantic mess, a
misguided lark. It was all of those things, but not
one of them was its own story. The TV press like
to cover the big and the bold, and this was both.
Frankly, they didn’t really know what to make of

it. These events don’t happen that often. And
because they didn’t happen that often, they

were read as just the end of a story, and it was
all a mistake. The real story is that the events of

the past have set a new course. And like
anything, this doesn’t happen without change.
The ship wasn’t just flung into the next open
path; this is a major shift in the story. If you

want to call it an ending, that’s just fine. But The
Godfather isn’t set in stone. (Because it never

was.) When Luca Brasi settles into the season’s
final episode, he’s given an extended

monologue about the changes that the events
of last week’s episode have brought, and how
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